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Hello and welcome back to Genesis.  It seems like only 
about three weeks since we were here last, the rea-
son for that being, it is only three weeks ago that we 
were here last.  Once again, many apologies for the 
recent ‘booking malfunction’, and any inconveniences 
it caused, which in some cases was a missed meeting.  
Thanks to Mike for preparing the Quiz (and Rob for 
presenting it in Mike’s absence) and selecting a couple 
of quite different items for the timetable, especially 
First Men In The Moon, which I watched the evening I 
got home from Redemption in order to figure out clips 
for editing the preview and flashback together, and it 
was a perfect antidote to post convention come-down. 
(Probably!)  Also thanks to Antony for providing The 
Sarah Jane Adventures at short notice, as our tribute to 
the wonderful Nicholas Courtney, whose recent death 
was a sad loss for Doctor Who fandom.
Just a couple of other things to mention before I let 
you turn your attention back to something else.  Firstly 
the Corsham Sci-Fi Family Fun Day – it’s next week, 
and details are elsewhere in the magazine again. (Prob-
ably!)  Please let the Committee know if you want 
to go, so that meeting times and directions can be 
arranged.  

(continued later in the magazine - ed) 



And now a message.....
You may have noticed a change in the magazine, We have moved production 
from Publisher to Adobe InDesign which is designed for creating posters and 
magazines professionally, While I the editor work in a busy Design House so 
am picking up all sorts of tricks from the designers there, 
With luck the Magazine should look much nicer going forward and will hope-
fully not be full of different sized fonts and articles that stretch on and on. 
Articles of course are always welcome and even if you can’t produce an article 
sending in a snippet of news or suggestion of something to include would be 
greatfully recieved.
Any articles or comments please to genesismag@minuet-uk.com

Film Review: Source Code
Mindblowing follow up to Moon, 
Duncan Jones scores again with a 
twisting explosive Sci-fi Actioner.

Source code is surprising on two 
fronts. Firstly, that an action film 
directed by Duncan Jones, who fa-
mously crafted the quiet and con-
templative Moon, and starring pretty 
Jake Gyllenhall  could turn out to be a 
serious contender for the best film of 
the summer. The second major sur-
prise here is that even the most de-
voted Phillip K. Dick fan may well look 
for the author’s name on the credits 
somewhere, only to discover that this 
is a wholly original piece of work.
    The intelligent writing of the film 
even encompasses some theoretical 
elements of quantum physics, asking 
mundblowing questions about the 
nature of the universe, parrallel

worlds and even indirectly touches 
on the multiverse concept. This is a 
toweringly cerebral piece of science 
fiction which Dick would have been 
proud of.
The action opens on a commuter 
train, where our hero Colter awakes, 
seemingly in the body of another 
man. Without giving too much away, 
as it is extremely tricky to avoid spoil-
ers, it is explained that he is able to 
relive the same 8 minutes through 
this particular man’s eyes, in order to 
prevent an act of terrorism in the real 
world. What could have turned out to 
be a poor man’s Inception, laced with 
elements of Groundhog Day thankful-
ly avoids that trap, with the subtle dif-
ferences to the same scenes inviting, 
without insisting on, a certain level of 
perception from the audience.



Film Review - Source Code

The blend of action, suspense and 
humour is just right as Colter gets 
to grips with his mission, preventing 
the film from getting boring, which is 
quite an achievement when dealing 
with only 8 minutes of basic structure.
The action sequences are exciting, 
with the ever-ticking threat of that 
8 minute time limit proving a great 
antagonist, the audience may find 
themselves checking their own watch-
es as obsessively as Colter does. The 
excitement when he makes progress, 
and disappointment when an obstacle 
presents itself are palpable, all helped 
by a throbbing score.

Unfortunately, the ending to the film 
does stumble, seeming to end two 
or three times, and rather than finish 
with a bang it has to be said that the 
film just quietly shuffles off screen 
for the credits to roll. It is somewhat 
interpretive, much like Inception’s 
ambiguous climax, but for the audi-
ence to be able to really form their 
own conclusions perhaps less should 
have been made explicit in the final 
five minutes.

With this powerful effort, Duncan 
Jones has announced himself as the 
science fiction director to watch at 
the moment, having produced an 
action film with genuine intelligence 
and poignancy behind it here. The 
great cast, gripping story and explo-
sive action is a must-see for all Sci-Fi 
fans, and it is refreshing to see a truly 
original film released in what looks set 
to be the year of 3D sequels

Sci-Fi Snippet
Walking Dead Snares A Million

The first episode of zombie thriller The 
Walking Dead launches to over one mil-
lion viewers on FX UK.



Also, and still on the subject of club 
events, (probably!)  The Doctor Who 
Experience opened a little while back 
at Olympia, and frankly I think it would 
be impolite for us not to go.  So after 
some co-ordination of analogue inter-
nets, the date selected is Saturday 18th 
July. Now, the Doctor Who Experience 
works on a system of advance booking, 
with time slots every half an hour, so if 
you’re interested in going, you will need 
to pay your money in advance.  Cost is 
£20 for adults, £15.50 for children, for 
admission.  This is for admission to the 
exhibition only.   Please let us know if 
you want to go and pay your money by 
the end of the meeting on 29th May. If 
you don’t pay but still want to go, there 
is no guarantee you will be able to book 
for the same timeslot, or be able to buy 
a ticket on the door.  If you want to take 
possession of your ticket before the day 
and meet us there, you will need to do 
so at the June meeting once tickets have 
been purchased.   

As it happens, there is a LOTNA meeting 
on the same day, so it’s very likely we’ll 
be sloping off to the Mad hatter in the 
evening for a pie and a pint.
Finally, the pool of raffle prizes is start-
ing to look a bit thin again at the mo-
ment.  Thanks to the generosity of club 
members we have managed to keep it 
going but now and again things look a 
bit threadbare.  If you’re turfing stuff out 
and find anything relevant, please turf in 
the direction of the committee.  
Your contributions are much appreciated 
by both the committee and especially by 
future raffle prize winners, (probably!) 
particularly by those who have already 
won DVDs of Robocop: The Series on at 
least two occasions!
Anyway that’s all from me.
(Probably!)
Jeremy
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Sci-Fi Snippet
First Broadcast Of Interview With Crea-
tor Of Doctor Who Theme

BBC Inside Out will feature a previously 
unbroadcast interview with the late 
Delia Derbyshire — the woman who 
created the iconic Doctor Who theme 
tune — on Monday 15 November on 
BBC One at 7.30pm.



The Zombies are Coming
Telos Publishing has recently signed 
up a new collection of original hor-
ror and dark fantasy fiction from the 
acclaimed and award-winning author 
Sam Stone. Sam made an enormous 
impact with her trilogy of Vampire 
novels, collectively known as the Vam-
pire Gene series. There is even film 
interest already in some of the tales 
- and that’s before the book has even 
been published!

Zombies In New York And Other 
Bloody Jottings is an amazing read. 
Something is sapping the energy 
of the usually robust dancers of the 
Moulin Rouge... Jack the Ripper’s 
crimes are investigated by a vampire... 
zombies roam the streets of New 
York... Clowns die in mysteriously 
humorous ways... Welcome to the po-
etic and horrific world of Sam Stone, 
where a vampire becomes obsessed 
with a centuries-old werewolf, and 
Angels are stalking the undead. Walk 
through the haunting world of the 
Toymaker and be hypnotised by the 
Siren’s Song. Fourteen stories of hor-
ror and passion and six mythological 
and erotic poems from the pen of the 
new Queen of Vampire fiction. Chick-
slash has never been so entertaining!

Publishing in February 2011 and being 
launched at the big LA Doctor Who 
event, Gallifrey One, Zombies In New 
York will boast a cover by multiple-
award winning artist Vincent Chong, 
and features internal illustrations 
from the blood-soaked pen of Russell 
Morgan.

“I wanted to do a collection to experi-
ment with genres and styles,” says 
Sam. “As well as my interest in hor-
ror fiction, I also love crime fiction, 
particularly psychological thrillers, and 
writing a collection of short stories 
gave me the opportunity to broaden 
my horizons in terms of the content, 
style and even voice that I used.”

Copies of Zombies In New York And 
Other Bloody Jottings can be pre-
ordered by visiting the Telos website 
where they have online credit card 
and PayPal ordering available.



Startrek.com to Close its doors?
Is this the end of StarTrek.com? Tim 
Gaskill (Editorial Director) thinks it 
could be. In an open letter to the Tim 
Russ fan club, he calls on fans for tes-
timonials to help keep the site alive...

Dear Tim Russ Fans,

As if we needed further reminding 
that the fate of Star Trek is a tenuous 
one at best, it has been announced 
that Paramount Digital Entertain-
ment, the home to STARTREK.COM 
since 1996, is shutting its doors as of 
12/31/05.
As many of you now know, Viacom 
and CBS started trading as separate 
companies today. The splitting of 
Viacom into two companies -- as does 
any corporate maneuver -- comes at 
a great cost to personnel. Needless to 
say, many here on the lot will be col-
lecting their final paycheck at the end 
of the year. 
Oddly, one thing that hasn’t been 
completely resolved is the owner-
ship of Star Trek. I know it sounds 
crazy, but it appears to be true. We 
think CBS will be taking it over. (Even 
though it will be forever identified as 
a Paramount product.) As a result of 
this lack of clarification on the own-
ership of the franchise, the fate of 
STARTREK.COM also hangs in the bal-
ance. As of this writing, we simply do 
not know what is happening to the 
site, we just know that at the end

of the year we will be out of a job!
Rather than go quietly, we are in the 
midst of preparing a presentation 
for the powers-that-be designed to 
show the vast scope and depth to the 
site, and how it is a “go to” site for 
anyone in the world in search of Star 
Trek information. STARTREK.COM is 
used not only by fans of the show, 
but by licensees to promote their 
products, various Paramount depart-
ments (including production), conven-
tion organizers, news organizations, 
advertisers, etc. In other words, a lot 
of people use the site, and it would 
be almost impossible to assign it a 
monetary value.
Before we make our case, if you 
would like to write a testimonial sen-
tence or two that we can use in the 
presentation, it would be very grate-
fully received.
Thanks for listening, and thanks for 
your support over the years. This is a 
great franchise and it would be sad to 
see it sink into an abyss of lost TV and 
movie franchises. I would like to think 
that we could do better.

All the best,

Tg

Tim Gaskill Editorial Director Para-
mount Digital Entertainment 5555 
Melrose Ave/MOB 1208 Hollywood, 
CA 90038 www.startrek.com



Judgement Day
Star Trek: The next generation - Season 3

If you were paying attention last 
month, you will know that my DVD 
viewing recently has consisted of the 
third season the first of the ‘modern’ 
Star Trek spin-offs, (and if you weren’t 
I hope it was because you were 
watching First men In The Moon!) al-
though it is a bit starling that the first 
season of this series is now almost as 
old as the Original Series was when 
the third season was being shown for 
the first time.
Season three TNG was, as I said 
previously, where this series really 
got going.  Having said that, and this 
is going to be mildly controversial,. 
My viewings of the first two seasons 
on DVD revealed that actually, they 
weren’t quite as bad as is often made 
out, which in the case of season two 
is quite a starling claim, I know (I can 
see the headline now: “TNG SEA-
SON TWO IN ‘IT’S NOT ACTUALLY 
THAT BAD’ SHOCK!”).  But honestly, 
they weren’t.  Now in season three, 
the TNG bandwagon really gathered 
pace.
The third season was notable for the 
return of Doctor Beverley Crusher, 
after a year away at Starfleet Medical 
when she had been replaced by Data-
hating, cranky McCoy clone Katherine 
Pulaski.  The theory that Crusher was

 brought back because the crew were 
refusing to go anywhere near sick-
bay, even when they had shattered 
every appendage in their body while 
kayaking on the holodeck is merely 
a viscous rumour – probably.  (Actu-
ally, like season two as a whole, she 
wasn’t really that bad).  Various char-
acter evolved from being slightly two 
dimensional previous seasons to de-
velop much more in the course of the 
third season, especially Worf, Laforge, 
Wesley and surprisingly, Captain Pic-
ard, about whom there were concerns 
that he would stagnate as a character 
unless he got a bigger piece of the 
action as it were (no pun intended, 
and certainly no gangsters or machine 
guns).  It was also very noticeable 
that throughout the season, it was 
the Romulans who were being built 
up as what in the Buffyverse would 
be termed ‘The Big Bad’.  They were 
there in lots of episodes, a shadowy 
threat bubbling under the surface, but 
their rivalry with the Federation never 
quite igniting into a full scale conflict, 
although they came close on several 
occasions.  I really enjoyed this aspect 
of season three, if only because the 
episodes they featured in were usually 
pretty good (especially The Enemy, a 
sort of loose, Trekified version of the



film Ememy Mine) and The Defector, 
both of which featured the Romulan 
Commander Tomalok, played by the 
late Andreas Katsulas.  At the same 
time, though, I found it frustrating 
because suddenly at the end of the 
series, the Romulan threat was kind of 
forgotten about and it was the Borg 
who re-appeared to provide the big 
end of season climax.  Having said 
that, Admiral Hanson’s throwaway 
line in The Best of Both Worlds about 
every available ship being mobilised 
against the Borg, the Klingons send-
ing warships to help defend the 
Federation, and consideration even 
being given to opening dialogue with 
the Romulans about the Borg threat, 
does unintentionally put the threat 
from the Borg into perspective, given 
the on-going threat from the Romu-
lans throughout the season.  Probably 
unintentional but it does kind of make 
sense to interpret it this way.  But 
it was still a little disappointing that 
the Romulan threat was never really 
fully explored again in the remaining 
seasons of TNG, with the exception of 
the two-part Unification a couple of 
seasons after.

Another notable aspect of the third 
season is the episode The High 
Ground. When I watched this epi-
sode, it was the first time I’d seen it, 
because this was the one that was 
banned by the BBC, and not shown in 
either of the series two BBC2 tea-time 
runs.  The reason for the BBC ban was 
the subject this episode dealt with, 
terrorism, and one very specific line - 
in his study of terrorism, Data notes 
that Ireland was reunified in 2024 
after a successful terrorist campaign. 
As a result, this episode was not origi-
nally shown on free-to-air television in 
the UK for many years. In the Republic 
of Ireland the episode was shown in 
full with an advisory that the content 
and allusions were fictional, and initial 
airings were edited when shown on 
satellite channel Sky One. The episode 
was broadcast unedited in May 2006 
on Sky One and finally shown unedit-
ed on BBC2 during the third season’s 
repeats after midnight in September 
2007.  I didn’t have huge expectation 
for this episode because I had heard it 
was a bit clunky, even patronizing, in 
the same way as the previous sea

Judgement Day Continued



son’s episode which dealt with drug 
addiction.  To be honest in paces it 
was clunky, and indeed a little pa-
tronizing, but actually, it wasn’t as 
bad as some comments made out.  
Not the strongest episode of the sea-
son by any means, but in no way the 
worst either.
Season three also saw the origins 
of the on-going saga of Lieutenant 
Worf’s discommendation by the Klin-
gon Empire, and through that, the 
various power struggles among the 
Klingon’s ruling council.  In the epi-
sode Sins of the Father Worf accepts 
discommendation in order to pre-
serve the unity of the Empire, despite 
having proved that it was the father 
of Duras, not his own father, who be-
trayed the Klingons to the Romulans 
at Khitomer.  This is a superb episode, 
which has ramifications for Worf and 
the federation for many seasons of 
TNG and DS9 to come.
So which episodes are the stand-outs 
of season three?  Well, there’s quite a 
few.  I won’t go on about Yesterday’s 
Enterprise again, because I did that 
last month, but I will repeat my opin-
ion that it was with this episode was 
the one really brought the series to 
life.  There are others which spring to 
mind.  I’ve already mentioned Sins of 
the Father, and a couple of episodes 
featuring the Romulans, but there are 
several others which have come to be 
highly rated or even considered classic 
episodes, or which have an influence 
in Star Trek films or episodes later 
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on.  Who Watches The Watchers? 
Deals with a ‘Duck Blind’ mission, of 
the sort seen in the film Insurrection.  
Why do the Federation do these mis-
sions? 
They always seem to end badly! A 
Matter of Perspective is an excellent 
Whodunnit, which we saw at the club 
last summer if I remember rightly, 
and The Offspring is very often cited 
by cast, crew and fans as an all time 
favourite episode, as the nature of 
Data’s purpose and existence is exam-
ined again with a new twist – Data 
builds his own child.  Sarek features 
the return of the classic series char-
acter (Spock’s father and a revered 
diplomat, in case you forgot), still 
brilliantly played by the late Mark 
Lenard.  The razor-sharp Vulcan logic 
is present in the character despite 
the onset of a debilitating, incurable 
condition, as evidenced by his reply to 
Picard’s claim that he saw the Am-
bassador shedding tears at a classical 
music concert.  “Your logic fails you 
Captain, I recall only one tear” retorts 
Sarek.  The Most Toys puts Data in 
the spotlight, and the collection of 



Corsham 
Sci-Fi Family Fun 

Day 
 

11 April 2011 

We’re planning another excusion to this one-day event in Wiltshire 
(see map below; don’t worry it’s south of the M4 so there won’t be 
any danger of encountering any dragons, and please don’t be put 
off by the title!) in a few weeks.  Last year, we got to have a chin-
wag with our Club President, got stalked by Aliens, Predators and 
Daleks and met the ‘Critter Creator’.   
 
This year, guests include actors Danny John Jules, Garrick Hagon 
and Mike Edmonds (if you don’t know that last name he was an 
Ewok in Return of the Jedi, and also stole the show as Jabba the 
Hutt’s tail!), and also comic artist Mike Collins, who has previously 
been a guest at both Redemption and ArmadaCon. 

More information next month, and at www.corshamscifi.co.uk ; 
please let me know if you’re interested in going.    Jeremy Ogden 



Quiz
Name all the series or films on this page, The committee will determine 

who gets the prize.



Quiz Answers
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
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an obsessive collector who will go 
to extraordinary lengths to possess 
unique items.  Data’s nemesis is one 
of the most unpleasant characters 
ever portrayed in Star Trek and causes 
even Data’s moral fibre to snap as he 
is snatched away by the Enterprise 
transporter.  A fraction of a second 
later, and Data would have killed him.  
The third season was when the por-
trayal of the Ferengi started to change 
from a sinister alien force (which lets 
face it, they could never really live up 
to) into recurring comic relief, not 
least in Menage A Troi, which fea-
tures a brilliant turn by Majel Barrett 
as Lwaxanna Troi, and some startling 
acting from Captain Picard!  They also 
play a big part in Captain’s Holiday, 
which is a cracking good romp for 
Picard, and which finally shattered the 
illusion that Picard was permanently 
stuck on the bridge or in the ready 
room, although they managed to pre-
serve the rule that the captain doesn’t 
get placed in the line of fire (much).
Hollow Pursuits sees the introduc-
tion of Dwight Schultz as Lieutenant 
Reg Barclay. This is the episode for 
all of the fans who wished they had 
their own Holodeck, so they could 
hang out on Ten Forward, hit on Troi, 
and beat up Commander Riker. The 
newly introduced Lt Barclay does all of 
those things and more in this episode, 
which features the first appearance of 
the soon to be fan favourite character.  
This is a very entertaining episode, but 
it’s the kind that crosses-over and is 

fun for fans and non-fans alike. 
And then there was the return of our 
old friend Q, in the episode Deja Q, 
which with a bit of luck we’ll be view-
ing at the club today.  One of the best 
Q episode without a doubt, I’ll say no 
more than that.
Finally, The Best of Both Worlds Part 
1.  The last episode of the season and 
the return in force of The Borg.  A 
tour de force for Star Trek on TV, with 
all the elements that make for great 
science fiction and great Star trek, 
plus, a hell of a cliff-hanger, which 
writer Michael Piller wrote without 
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a clue how to resolve!  Yes, really – 
he was signed on for just one year, 
wrote the cliff hanger and assumed 
he would be leaving and that what 
happened after the immortal words 
‘Mister Worf.....fire!” would be some-
one else’s problem.  It was therefore 
a good thing that he was persuaded 
to stay on by Rick Berman and Gene 
Roddenberry.

So that was it for season three, I’ll soon 
be looking at box set prices on Play.com 
no doubt, and at some point I will be 
diving headlong into the four memo-
rable seasons which followed this land-
mark year.
Jeremy Ogden

“Less talk! More Synthehol!” 

RIP - Anne Francis
This may have been missed earlier this 
year. 
Anne Francis, who has died of com-
plications of pancreatic cancer aged 
80, is now best remembered mainly 
due to the lyrics “Anne Francis stars 
in Forbidden Planet \ Oh-oh at the 
late night, double-feature, picture 
show”, which were sung over the 
opening credits of The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show (1975), and for the cult 
science-fiction movie to which they 
refer, Forbidden Planet (1956). The 
only woman in the cast of Forbidden 
Planet, Francis had a sprightly charm 
and a wide-eyed child-like innocence 
as Altaira, the space-age Miranda in 
the transposition of Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest to a distant planet.

RIP - Michael Gough
The actor Michael Gough, who has 
died aged 94, was an arresting pres-
ence on stage, television and film for 
the entire postwar period, notably as 
the butler Alfred Pennyworth in Tim 
Burton’s Batman movies.
In Doctor Who, he played the Celestial 
Toymaker, who, despite appearing only 
once, opposite William Hartnell in 1965, 
became one of the programme’s most 
iconic villains. A bored eternal, dressed 
as a Chinese mandarin, he lured unwit-
ting space travellers to his domain to 
play apparently innocent parlour games 
with lethal consequences. The character 
proved memorable enough for Gough 
to be asked to reprise it in 1986, which 
he was happy to do, until Michael Grade 
decided to rest the show. In the interim, 
Gough had also played a devious old 
friend of the Doctor – by now, Peter Da-
vison – in the 1983 story Arc of Infinity.

Michael Gough, actor, born 23 Novem-
ber 1916; died 17 March 2011


