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Good afternoon and wel-
come back to Genesis.
Once again it’s our favour-
ite time of the year – AGM 
time!  Which means at 
some point I’ll be trying to 
explain my abject failure 
in the task of reducing the 
club to total financial ruin, 
something that successive 
chair-based life forms have 
yet to achieve.  But anyway, 
this is your chance to tell us 
how we’ve done and what 
you think.  I’ve brought the 
body armour with me but 
please don’t throw anything 
at me that might damage 
the pub if I manage to duck 
in time.  For anyone who 
didn’t pay their membership 
last month,  please pay for 
it this month.  Membership 
cards will be prepared based 
on whoever has paid by the 
end of today, and (hopefully) 

will be available to hand out 
next month.
I’d like to thank David and 
Matt for their efforts over 
the last twelve months on 
the committee, and every-
one else who’s done a quiz, 
timetable, brought stuff in 
for the raffle, contributed 
a magazine item, looked 
after the magazine, anony-
mously e-mailed magazine 
items (even the ones which 
involved reviewing stage 
musicals based on little 
known TV series), assem-
bled the screen at the start 
of the meetings, performed 
percussive maintenance on 
the non-functioning sound 
system, volunteered to take 
part in dodgy script read-
ings, put the screen away at 
the end of the meetings, torn 
and folded raffle tickets, etc 
etc, and anything else I’ve 
forgotten.
Thanks to Louise last 
month’s timetable, (and 
Aaron Sorkin and John Wells 
for the genius which is The 
West Wing); although entire-
ly my fault, the DVD ripping 
malfunction which resulted 
in two separate episodes of 
Ashes To Ashes being ripped 
into one file, and the wrong 
episode being shown as a 
result, will remain a mystery 
for a very long time.  But 

if seeing the penultimate 
episode of Ashes To Ashes 
piques someone’s interest 
in two of the most popular 
British made TV series of 
the last decade then it can 
only be a good thing (and 
although I’ve thus far missed 
out on Ashes To Ashes I 
do highly recommend Life 
On Mars).  The film we’d 
intended to show fell victim 
to a slight technical hitch but 
the substitute film, Contact 
was excellent - a different 
kind of science fiction film.
This month the timetable 
and quiz is brought to you by 
Rob, with a modest contri-
bution from the Reduced 
Rassilon Company (a story 
chosen by Rob).
Finally, one other event has 
been added to our list (no 
really, we have a list!)  We’re 
off to London on Saturday 
16th June (the day before 
the June meeting) for a 
visit to LOTNA in the evening 
and other stuff as yet to be 
decided.
That’s quite enough from 
me, I’m off to prepare the 
flack jacket.
Jeremy



History: 101
 A Backward Look From 2012

This is a simple look back to just some of the Science Fiction event that occurred 100, 75, 
50, and 25 years ago. So now that we’ve entered 2012, let’s see what they had to look 
forward in days gone by.
 100 years ago:

 First Published:
Edgar Rice Burroughs: The Moons of Mars. (This was his first attempt at a fictional   
work, and as such it was published under the name Norman Bean.)
Arthur Conan-Doyle: The Lost World.

 At the Cinema:
George Melies created and starred in the film “A La Conquete Du Pole”.
This was a good year for the birth of scientific brain power here.

 Born this year:
Horace W Babcock, Astronomer and the father of adaptive optics.
Alan Turing, Mathematician, Bletchley Park war hero and genius.

Werner Von Braun, Rocket Scientist, and mastermind behind the early NASA missions of 
the 1960s.
  



75 Years Ago:
 First Published:
J.R.R Tolkien: The Hobbit.

H G Wells: Star Begotten.
Edgar Rice Burroughs: Back to the Stone Age.

Born This Year:
Ridley Scott, Dustin Hoffman, Jack Nicholson, Anthony Hopkins, Morgan Freeman, Jane 
Fonda, Brian Blessed, and George Takei.

 Died This Year:
H.P. Lovecraft



 50 Years Ago: 
It’s 1962 and we’re starting to get a few more things happening.

 First Published:
J.R.R Tolkien: Adventures of Tom Bombadil and other verses from the red book.
Patrick Moore: Crater of fear.
Arthur C Clarke: Tales of Ten worlds.

 At The Cinema:
Barbarella, and The Day of the Triffids

 Born this year:
James Marsters, Demi Moore, Jim Carrey, Jodie Foster, Ben Browder, Mathew Broderick, 
Wesley Snipes, and Eddie Izzard.

 Died this year:
Marilyn Munroe, and August Piccard (a physicist who aided Einstein, and was also the first 
man to enter the Earth’s stratosphere.



 25 Years Ago: 
 As we get further up to date, there is a sharp increase in the demise of famous names.

 First Published:
Bob Shaw: The Ragged Astronauts.
Stephen King: Misery
 At the Cinema:
Batteries not included, Inner-Space, Predator, Robocop, Superman 4, and The Running 
Man.

 Born this year:
Tom Felton (Draco Malfoy from the Harry Potter films).

 Died this Year:
Andy Warhol, Fred Astaire, film director John Huston, Lee Marvin, Director of Return of the 
Jedi Richard Marquand, Lorne Green, and the legendary Patrick Troughton.
 I hope that you’ve enjoyed this snapshot from days gone by. Maybe next year I should 
repeat the process for 2013. Until then enjoy the Olympics and everything else that 2012 
has waiting in store. 
                                                                     

             
David Offen-James.                                                                                         
(“I really should be digging a hole!”)
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Narrated by Emerson Hauser (Sam Neill):
“  On March 21, 1963, Alcatraz officially closed. All the prisoners were transferred off 
the island. Only that’s not what happened. Not at all.  ”

The show is premised on the idea that Alcatraz prison was closed not because of crum-
bling facilities but rather because on March 20th, 1963, the over two hundred inmates and 
more than forty guards on the island disappeared without a trace. To cover up the disap-
pearance the government invented a cover story about the prison being closed and the 
inmates transferred. Federal agent, Emerson Hauser (Sam Neill), who as a young guard in 
1963 had been one of the first to discover the inmates missing, now runs a secret govern-
ment unit dedicated to finding the prisoners. In present day San Francisco the inmates 
begin returning, having not aged a day. To help track them down and capture them Hauser 
enlists SFPD Detective Rebecca Madsen (Sarah Jones) and Dr Diego Soto (Jorge Garcia) 
an expert on the history of Alcatraz.

This exciting new series airing on FOX in the states is coming to Watch in the UK on March 
13th 2012. basically its like the 4400 but based around the real life history of the island.



The show proceeds from the premise that when Alcatraz was closed in 1963, its prisoners 
and personnel weren’t transferred — they disappeared, and some of them are popping up 
in the present. This provides work for a spunky cop, Rebecca (Sarah Jones), who, along 
with an Alcatraz historian (Garcia), become part of a “task force” overseen by a mysterious 
man presenting himself as a federal agent, Emerson Hauser (Sam Neill).

The character arrangement is a bit early-era Fringe: Female law enforcement agent (like 
Anna Torv, Sarah Jones is starting out the series seeming rather restrained), teaming with 
an eccentric (take your pick of the Bishop father and/or son) to solve a stand-alone case 
while delving into deeper, more mysterious mysteries. But like being in prison, Alacatraz 
feels somewhat hemmed-in — its pool of villains is drawn from the 1960s prison popula-
tion, who have been plopped into our time period with barely a twitch of where-the-hell-
am-I?, hitting the ground and running to do law-breaking work. In tracking down these 
felons, Neill’s harsh-tempered Hauser is the most intriguing: Why is he so perrennially 
peeved, and what is he up to, with his underground-lair headquarters, and his gleaming-
white new prison for the 1960s refugees who are recaptured at the end of each hour?



A computer genius named Finch developed a machine for the government that is used to 
detect information leading to acts of terrorism before they happen. 
The machine separates the information gathered into two categories: relevant and irrel-
evant. Finch, however, discovered that the irrelevant information often led to other acts of 
violent crime. So, he, before going underground, developed a back door into the system 
which only spits out the social security number of a central person involved in the crime. 

Supposedly dead in the authority’s eyes, Finch hires John Reese, an ex-CIA special opera-
tions agent, who, too, dropped out of life after his girlfriend was killed as the result of a 
professional incident, and he was dissatisfied with the government’s handling of the situa-
tion. 
Like Finch, Reese is officially listed as dead. Finch convinces Reese that working for him to 
prevent the crime associated with the social security number

[Opening narration] You are being watched. The government has a secret system, a ma-
chine that spies on you every hour of every day. I know because I built it. I designed the 
machine to detect acts of terror but it sees everything. Violent crimes involving ordinary 
people, people like you. Crimes the government considered “irrelevant.” They wouldn’t act, 
so I decided I would. But I needed a partner, someone with the skills to intervene. Hunted 
by the authorities, we work in secret. You’ll never find us, but victim or perpetrator, if your 
number’s up... we’ll find *you*



Los Angeles and other cities around the world are being bombarded by meteors that seem 
to be slowing down once they hit the earth’s atmosphere. 

The earth is suddenly being invaded by space aliens that have landed off the shore of 
LA, and who begin killing everybody along the beach. The military is ordered into action. 
Marine Staff Sergeant Nantz (Aaron Eckhart), who was about to retire, is reassigned to a 
new platoon. 

The platoon, flown by chopper to the forward operating base at Santa Monica Airport, is 
being led by a new 2nd Lt. Martinez (Ramon Rodriguez).

They are sent on a mission to rescue some civilians who are trapped at the police station 
within alien territory. 

They only have 3 hours to complete their mission and get out before the Air Force bombs 
that zone.










